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Myerstown
Borough Council & 
Sestercentennial 
Committee

TOP ROW:  STEVEN GOODHUE, DONALD BROWN, EDNA HAAK, RONALD REAM, 
MICHAEL MCKENNA, SECRETARY EMMILY LONGENECKER, CHAIRMAN BRYAN RITTLE
BOTTOM ROW:  CHAR NEWSWANGER, SHAWN KREISER, ELLEN KRAMER, DAVID ZIMMERMAN, 
VICTORIA LAYSER, VINCE PODOLSKI,  JOHN ZIMMERMAN, I I ,  JACK CANTWELL
NOT PICTURED:  VICE-CHAIRMAN MICHAEL HIBSHMAN, MAYOR GLORIA EBLING, SANDRA SANDOE

Recognition of the special nature of 2018, the 250th  Anniversary of 
Myerstown, was identified in 2015 when a special fund was created from the 
Borough’s general fund. 

As 2018 drew closer, the consensus was that in order to create the best 
possible series of events, the entire community had to be included. The 
next step came in the summer of 2017, when a town hall meeting was held 
to brainstorm ideas from the community, as well as recruit volunteers to be 
part of a Sestercentennial Planning Committee. The Borough’s key objective 
was to have a committee that was a true representation of all sectors of the 
Community. 

Built on Community? Look no further than the outstanding teams of 
community-minded citizens that made up the Borough Council and the 
Sestercentennial Committee.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP

SESTERCENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

TOP ROW:  VICE-PRESIDENT MICHAEL D. BEHM, ERIC L.  POWELL, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE PARK W. HAVERSTICK, I I ,  PRESIDENT BRYAN L. RITTLE
BOTTOM ROW:  RONALD L. REAM, JEFFREY L.  THOMAS, MAYOR GLORIA R. EBLING, DANA REICH

MYERSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
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Sponsorship 
Recruitment

One of the first tasks of the Sestercentennial Committee, which met bi-
weekly at the Myerstown Community Center, was to compare their desired 
plan to the budget available to see if the funding was enough to do the job. 
There was agreement that the year was so special, it needed a schedule of events 
that would create pride within the community, but also attract attention from 
outside Myerstown. The decision was that more needed to be done if the goal 
were to be accomplished.

The Committee devoted countless hours making things happen. They also 
went to many local businesses and sold event sponsorships. The response 
within the business community was nothing sort of incredible!

Sponsorship pledges were made by 38 local businesses, who signed on 
at five different levels, from $100 Bronze sponsorships to $2,500 Diamond 
sponsorships. Additionally, several businesses provided in-kind donations, 

PROVIDES THE KEY TO 

SESTERCENTENNIAL SUCCESS

MYERSTOWN SESTERCENTENNIAL SPONSORS
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The Power 
of Volunteerism 

“The word volunteerism comes to mind when I look back at the 
accomplishments of our Myerstown people who stepped up to do their part 
in the special Sestercententennial celebrations of 2018”, Borough Council 
President Bryan L. Rittle says.

An unknown author had it right when this statement was published, 
“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote once or twice a 
year in elections, but when you volunteer you vote every day about the kind of 
community you want to live in”. 

“We are all proud of Myerstown, which is, according to our theme, ‘Built on 
Community”. And I can’t thank enough the army of local people who stepped 
up to make sure the events of 2018 will be recorded as proud moments in our 
history”, Rittle continues. “With so many to 
thank, I know I may leave some names off 
the list, but here we go:”.

“My personal thanks go to Vince 
Podolski, Victoria Layser, Michael McKenna, 
Ron Ream, Steve Goodhue, Gloria Ebling, 
Bob Brocklehurst, Jack Cantwell, Scott 
Hentz, Michael Hibshman, the Bayer team, 
Anna Gettler,  Steve Mason, Sandy Sandoe, 
Edna Haak, David Zimmerman, Ellen 
Kramer, Donald Brown, Bruce Henley, etc. …
the list goes on and on. Special thanks to all 
our sponsors. We could not have done this 
without the funding”.

INTERVIEW WITH BRYAN L. RITTLE

INTERVIEW WITH EMMILY LONGENECKER 

To Emmily Longenecker and husband 
Brad, community involvement is a way of life, 
beyond their successful careers as Realtors. 
This is evidenced by being awarded the 
prestigious “Community Builder Award” by 
the Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce 
in December, 2018.

Part of it was Emmily’s track record as 
a Sestercentennial Committee member for 
her town of Myerstown. She listened to all 
the discussions at all the meetings, and then 
turned her notes into reports that became 
guidelines for all the details that had to be 
attended to throughout a very busy year for 
all involved.

She remembers attending meetings with many residents interested in 
doing something about the opportunity to shine a light on a proud community 
celebrating 250 years of existence. At first there was no “committee” per se. But 
it didn’t take long for everyone to agree that a committee was exactly what 
was necessary to organize and put a program of work together to make sure all 
details of all the events were covered.

She also rolled up her sleeves and joined many of her Myerstowners to pull 
all the details of the highly successful Weekend at the Park together in late 
August.

“We were very fortunate to have Emmily on our Sestercentennial team”, 
Borough Manager Michael McKenna says, “She has great organizational skills 
and also contributed valuable ideas for our events”.

Her proudest moment? Emmily echoed the thoughts of her Sestercentennial 
colleagues Vince Podolski and Vitoria Layser, “Looking around on that Saturday 
night and seeing an unbelievable number of people enjoying the food, the 
carnival, and especially the fireworks was something I will never forget”, she 
says, “It made me proud to play even a small part in this phenomenon, and to 
be a part of our wonderful community”.

None of our special events could have happened without our volunteers. In 
the words of Mahatma Ghandi, “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of others”. 

The Myerstown Sestercentennial volunteers proved that point in a big way 
in 2018.
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The Branding 
of Myerstown

In 2017, Myerstown Borough partnered with CHAR co. to build a branding 
and marketing strategy for the town as part of the town’s revitalization plan. 
Myerstown has a vibrant history and today has many positive attributes and 
is positioned to be a thriving small town. The council’s comprehensive plan 
included initiatives to create a sense of place within the town, form a strong 
community, and provide an ideal setting for new businesses and residents. The 
CHAR co. team appreciated the council’s vision and action focused approach 
to revitalizing the town. 

With this vision in mind, a foundational brand story was built. As a part of 
that brand foundation the values of Myerstown were established. 

“We believe in PRESERVATION OF MYERSTOWN – Our future is built 
on a strong historical foundation and its preservation is essential to 
our smart growth.

We believe in AUTHENTICITY – we believe that genuine and 
meaningful experiences foster stronger and more caring communities.

We believe in SERVICE – we encourage the creation of genuine and 
meaningful experiences through community events, historic tours, 
and engaging activities for people of all ages and abilities.

We believe in SUSTAINABILITY – we envision strong resilient 
neighborhoods characterized by healthy homes, clean air, an efficient 
built environment, and locally-sourced and locally-made goods.

We believe in a CREATING A DIVERSE ECONOMY – we believe in 
allowing for inclusive pathways to prosperity with a broad variety of 
opportunities for people to secure their livelihood.”

The positioning statement of Myerstown was also established. 

“Myerstown, PA offers a charming, walkable community with a 
preserved, historic Main Street. Here, parades, carnivals, or simply 
fishing in the creek, bring our residents together creating memories 
that last a lifetime. The surrounding farmland supports farm-to-
table restaurants, and local merchants are revitalizing a Main Street 
beloved by residents and visitors. Town leaders realize the importance 
of investing into the community so that future generations will also 
choose to call Myerstown home.”

The following content from the branding project can summarize the impact of 
this initiative. 

“When people feel like they connect with their community, and feel 
they are part of something bigger than themselves, they feel like they 
are being served by their town. When our target audience feels like they 
are being served, they in turn want to give back.
 As residents begin to engage with the community in a new way, 
new businesses will begin to develop and old ones will be renewed and 
perceptions will be changed. A strong sense of place enables individuals 
and families to feel connected - creating strong communities with 
people who care about one another and shared values. This will give 
Myerstown a trajectory of growth and prosperity.”

“Myerstown has a history that began with the settlement of German 
immigrants in the 1700’s. Today the town is proud to offer a place that 
is centered around community. Myerstown is a place with a diverse 
economy, sustainable neighborhoods, authentic service, and preserved 
history; a place where traditional values are upheld without ignoring 
the importance of building a town that serves future generations. 
Myerstown allows its residents and visitors to live well and connect 
with family and friends through a charming and walkable town. When 
the people of Myerstown connect with their community they feel a 
sense of belonging that allows them to thrive and give back in ways 
that grow the town’s culture and economy.” 

8 9
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As a part of the branding project, the moodboard, colors, fonts, and logos of the borough were established. 

“Myerstown’s look evokes feelings of a thriving community, outdoor recreation, and small town life. 
The moodboard is welcoming and relatable to all age groups. Textures of the town such as stone, brick, 
greenery, and water are incorporated into Myerstown’s look. The colors of Myerstown are classic and 
warm portraying a town that is both historic and innovative.”

“Myerstown colors are lake blue, slate gray, cloudy beige, and historic yellow.  The blue hints at the 
history and importance of the Myerstown waterways. The slate gray and cloudy beige are warm 
neutrals that add professionalism to the brand. The historic yellow mimics the window panes found 
on the Isaac Meier Homestead; paying tribute to the history of the town.  As a whole, the brand colors 
create a look that is inviting and comforting.”

“The Myerstown logo is clean and modern. The icon features an “M” with an arch inspired by the arched 
bridges in the town and the historic importance of the town’s waterways.”

LAKE BLUE SLATE GRAY CLOUDY BEIGE HISTORIC YELLOW

THE BRAND VISUALS OF MYERSTOWN

Meet the 
Myerstown Brand 
Story Teller.

Char Newswanger and her CHAR co. Agency team had the distinction 
of working with the Borough of Myerstown in 2017 to create the brand story 
of “Built on Community”, the theme that integrates all of the Borough’s 
communication efforts.

Char was on the Sestercentennial Committee that addressed the 250th 
Anniversary and determined that the milestone year should be celebrated with 
a series of events.

“I was very involved in the beginning planning stage, but was not directly 
involved in some of the individual 
events. Our team did photography for 
the Bob Brocklehurst flight in late June”, 
Char said, “and provided design for the 
Sestercentennial banners”.

A proud moment – “the crowd at the 
Weekend at the Park was incredible. Before 
we launched the “Built on Community” 
branding campaign for the Borough of 
Myerstown in 2017, there was a perceived 
lack of unity and sense of pride among the 
local citizens. That has changed in a very 
positive way. There is a real community 
spirit now in Myerstown. You can feel it”. 

INTERVIEW WITH CHAR NEWSWANGER
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Built on Community 
INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL MCKENNA 

If you run a marathon you know full well the hours of preparation it 
takes. And when it’s over, you savor the opportunity to reflect on what was 
accomplished.

In Borough Manager Michael McKenna’s case, his “marathon” was the 
Sestercentenial with all the details that went into it to make it a success.

With the events now comfortably in the rear view mirror, McKenna enjoys 
the luxury of reflecting on the experience as a whole.

“I give the Borough Council credit for having the vision to think ahead. They 
established  a Sestercentennial budget four years in advance, and accumulated 
necessary funds for all the activities when the time came to actually make them 
happen”, Michael says, “When I assumed the Borough Manager’s role in July, 
2017 I had to hit the ground running. The initial planning meeting involved 
about 5 to 10 people, certainly not enough to put together such a detailed 
program, but it was a start”.

In quick order, letters went out to the business community, and the 
momentum started to build. Key people 
like Steve Goodhue, Char, and Emmily 
Longenecker got involved. We formed a 
committee, led by Council President Bryan 
Rittle, and it grew from there.

A second town hall meeting was held. 
And there were many more people this 
time.

Events were identified. A kickoff 
luncheon was organized by a team led 
by Mayor Gloria Ebling. More volunteers 
stepped forward, including key organizers 
like Vince Podolski and Victoria Layser. PR 
pro Jack Cantwell came on board to handle 
all the publicity. 

“You are aware of all the events described in this yearbook”, McKenna 
continues, “What’s really interesting to me is the lesson we all learned about 
pulling our community together. Borrowing a line from Field of Dreams, “If you 
build it, they will come.” Give the people the community activities they crave, 
and sure enough they show up. The Saturday evening of Weekend at the Park 
was a great example. There was an endless stream of cars coming to the park. 
Wall to wall crowds had a wonderful time together with carnival rides, great 
food, and spectacular fireworks”, Michael says.

“There’s a lesson here too”, he adds, “Let’s keep the momentum going and 
keep planning things that will bring our community together in 2019 and 
beyond. Plans are in the works to do just that!” 

The Borough of Myerstown is kicking off a year long celebration!! 
It’s our Sestercentennial, 250 years of our town. Exciting events are 

planned throughout the year for the community to celebrate. 
We need your support to make all the events happen!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH 24TH

APRIL 7TH

JULY 14TH

AUG 10TH

AUG 24-26TH

SEPT 29TH

NOV 24TH

Kickoff Luncheon

5k and 1-mile Fun Run

Community Day at the Pool - Picnic, DJ, and more!

Reading Fightin’ Phil’s Game

Weekend at the Park - Special Guest WWII Army 
Fighter Pilor Bob Brocklehurst (Myerstown Resident), Fireworks, 
Carnival Rides, Games, Craft/Artisans from the area, Old-time skills, 
Walking Tour, Wine Tasting and more!

Block Party - Car Cruise, Craft Vendors, Food Trucks, Beer 
Garden, Live Entertainment, and more! 

Isaac Meier Homestead Country Fair - Tour of 
Isaac Meier Homestead, demonstrations & sales of traditional crafts, 
homemade foods, ice cream and baked goods.

Holiday Parade - 250th Anniversary Float
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Event Logistics

INTERVIEW WITH VINCE PODOLSKI

Every train needs good engineers. The 
Borough of Myerstown was privileged to 
have two of them to guide the Borough 
through all the very special events of 2018. 

Once the decision to hold a series of 
Events for the year was decided, the team of 
Vince Podolski and Victoria Layser played 
a leadership role in making sure all details 
were organized and, more importantly, 
executed to near perfection. The “Double 
V” team made sure every detail was 
figured out for every event, particularly the 
Community Day at the Pool, the Weekend 
at the Park, and the Block Party. 

We talked to them individually about 
the roles they played. Here’s what Vince 
had to say about his experience with two of the events.

• Community Day at the Pool – “Victoria and I teamed up to set up 
food vendors; organize the corn hole tournament;  and recruited the 
Panthers Football Club to work with us at the Event. I found Sester 
the Pardoned Pig at the Miller Family farm and helped arrange 
for the publicity photo with Mayor Ebling and Jack Cantwell. We 
coordinated the ice cream machine with Ron Ream. We also set 
up the DJ entertainment and arranged for the walking tacos; and 
much more!”

• The Block Party and Chili Cook-off – “This Event was my brainchild. 
Our planning team figured out where several blocks worth of 
vendors should set up. We made room, with Dana Reich’s help, for 
the 110 cars that participated in the car show. We also set up the 
stage for the entertainment, and the area for the beer garden, and 
much more here too”.  

 Myerstown prides itself on being “Built on Community”. Vince is a 
great example of what that all means.

INTERVIEW WITH VICTORIA LAYSER

The Myerstown Sestercentennial Events of 2018 could never have happened 
unless a group of key people stepped up to take responsibility for making the 
individual events happen in great detail.

The duo of Vince Podolski and Victoria Layser are great examples of the 
leadership that was needed to pull all the details together. They played key roles 
as a team in organizing these special community events. 

In his interview, Vince explained the logistics of the Community Day at the 
Pool and the Block Party. 

We asked Victoria to give us some detail about another major event, the 
Weekend at the Park, which took place August 24th thru the 26th.

•  Weekend at the Park –“We worked on getting the stage area set for 
the music and the Program with the Jay Delp production team. We 
also planned where to put vendors and the wine tasting area. And 
we found a spot for the DJ, coordinated the set up for the Carnival, 
and all the places for the individual vendors. It was also an honor 
to see the Saturday afternoon presentation of the YouTube video 
featuring that amazing stunt flight by our hero, the late Bob 
Brocklehurst”.

Neither Victoria nor Vince were seeking publicity or special recognition for 
assuming their responsibilities. “We both got into the community spirit. The rest 
took care of itself”, they said jointly.

Victoria was asked to identify a 
moment of pride from all their efforts. 
Interestingly, she remarked on one event 
and time, the Saturday evening of Weekend 
at the Park. “The number of people who 
showed up that night was overwhelming. 
The park was wall-to-wall people. That told 
us that all our efforts were worth it. The 
community was there in full force, and the 
great fireworks by A&H Industries capped 
off an absolutely perfect evening”. 

Interestingly, Vince was asked the same 
question, and his answer was identical to 
Victoria’s. That’s teamwork for you!
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Event Logistics

Lifetime Myerstown resident Ron Ream grew up as a “fan” of his hometown, 
so getting involved in special occasions for the Borough is akin to the proverbial 
duck taking to water.

“I have fond memories of the 200th Anniversary Celebration”, Ron recalls, 
“I was 11 years old at the time and remember how the community came together 
that year. It was a lot of fun”. 

Fast forward to 2018. Ron is now an active member of the Borough Council, 
so getting involved in the Sestercentennial plans and events was a “no brainer”. 

Ron, according to event planners Vince Podolski and Victoria Layser was 
the “go to guy” with questions regarding who in town to contact to get things 
done. “That’s the advantage of living here your whole life”, Ron notes.

His relationship with A&H Industries, for instance, resulted in the 
agreement for them to sponsor the Fireworks that wrapped up the Weekend at 
the Park. That turned out to be a major highlight of the year.

Community Day at the Pool in July benefitted from Ron’s logistical skills. 
He pulled together many of the participants for that special event. 

He leveraged his handyman skills with construction of the “slide show” 
themed float for the Holiday Parade on 
November 24th. 

When asked to tell us about his personal 
proud moments, Ron shared, “Two things 
stand out – The huge crowd that filled the 
park on Saturday night of Weekend at the 
Park was special, and I had the honor of 
chauffeuring Bob Brocklehurst to the Park 
for the public unveiling of the YouTube video 
featuring his stunt flying for Myerstown. 
What a special man Bob is, to do that 
for us at age 98. It was a great privilege to 
spend that time with him and share in that 
experience”.

INTERVIEW WITH RON REAM

 The Borough’s Communication and Economic Development Officer 
entered the world of Sestercentennial planning literally in the middle of the 
program, replacing predecessor Janelle Mendoff. Steffan quickly made up for 
lost ground by seizing important responsibilities in a couple of key areas. 

His background and strong organizational skills allowed him to get the 
Sestercentennial logo merchandise under control. His expertise in Social 
Media allowed him to contribute in that 
area as well, working closely with Victoria 
Layser.

“I helped with signage for events, task 
lists, bus reservations, rental agreements, 
and other necessary responsibilities. I 
enjoyed playing a key role in getting the 
events organized”, Steffan says, “I was very 
pleased to be part of a great team of people 
here. We all had the attitude and vision of 
Myerstown as a community of limited size 
that knows what it is and what it can be. 
We knew we could present Myerstown at its 
finest for the 250th Anniversary. Together 
we did it”. 

Steffan has an impressive background in music, church music, and musical 
instruments, leveraging his family background and college education at 
Lebanon Valley College. He is also the founder of the popular Steitz City Players. 

This “show biz flair” should serve him well as he continues to be involved in 
creating and managing special happenings for the community of Myerstown 
to enjoy.

Planning Behind 
the Scenes
INTERVIEW WITH STEFFAN D. BOMBERGER
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Kickoff Luncheon
The Sestercentennial Celebration needed to kick off with an event, a 

luncheon to set the stage for an exciting year of continuing events to bring the 
community together as well as let the world know that Myerstown is a pretty 
special place. 

We needed a luncheon speaker to set the stage for the immediate future 
by educating us on the 250 years of rich history we have enjoyed. Selecting 
the speaker was a no-brainer. Myerstown is fortunate to have an expert in our 
midst on the topic of historical geography. He is also a famous collector of 
Historical postcards (Deltiology). 

His name is Donald Brown. His postcard collection is unrivaled, and ranks 
third in volume in the United States. He is our town historian.

Brown delighted the luncheon audience with a talk entitled, “Vignettes of 
Myerstown over 250 years, 1768-2018.” 

We learned many interesting things about our town that day (Saturday, 
March 24, 2018 at StoneRidge) including the story of Isaac Meier, who laid out 
our streets and sold lots on his plantation. Meier was shot and killed by a still 
unknown assailant in 1770.

A few other highlights:

•  A German Irish riot in the 1790’s as the two factions differed over 
an issue involving the Union Canal

•  Albright College operated in Myerstown. It is now the location of 
the Evangelical Seminary.

•  The George Schultze Mercantile Building thrived from 1804-1812 
on what is today  the West Main Avenue office of Steven Goodhue, 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor

•  The Athletic Field at Albright College was where famous citizen 
Pop Kelchner coached baseball, He went on to scout for the St. Louis 
Cardinals, where he discovered over 50 ball players, including the 
great Stan the Man Musial.

•  The Bear Stearns plant of the 1940’s is now home to Bayer Health 
Care, Myerstown’s largest employer

 
There are more stories than space here will allow to tell. If you are interested 

in commerce, war heroes, or almost any topic related to our Borough, contact 
with Mr. Brown is a good place to start.

Donald Brown was an active member of the Sestercentennial Committee 
throughout the year. He was, and still is, a valuable resource for our history and 
photographic legacy.
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Visuals from 
Donald Brown’s talk 
MYERSTOWN POSTCARDS
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Sestercentennial off 
to a Running Start 
with 5K Race

Approximately 100 runners braved a cold but dry morning on Saturday, 
April 7th, and filled the parking lot of the William L. Derr Community Pool in 
anticipation of participating in the 5K race and 1-mile fun run. The event had 
a definite community feel, as the runners and walkers took to the streets. The 
race started at West Center Avenue and looped through the eastern side of the 
Borough, past many historic buildings and the Tulpehocken Creek.

Prizes were awarded to the top male and female runners in seven different 
age groups, plus the top overall male and female runners. 

“We could not have staged this event if it wasn’t for the help we received 
from many volunteers”, Michael McKenna said, “A special shout out to Scott 
Hentz, who consulted with me on race planning. Scott also arranged for the 
local Boy Scouts to help on the day of the event”. 
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Another successful Sestercentennial Event took place on July 14th. It was 
Community Day at the Pool. Our Myerstown Pool was full of families all day, 
thanks in part to a special half price admission to honor the occasion.

The adjoining park was full of activity as well. There was plenty of food, 
highlighted by an all-day pig roast, games and craft booths, and presentations by 
Council President Bryan Rittle, Borough Manager Michael McKenna, and Mayor 
Gloria Ebling, who pardoned 250 pound Sester the Pig, in honor of the 250th 
Anniversary of the Borough. 

There was also a special presentation by DCNR Secretary Lauren Imgrund. 
DCNR (Department of Conservation and Natural Resources) provided grant 
funding that allowed the Borough to make major upgrades to the Community 
Pool. 

“This was a great example of the State and the Borough working together 
for the betterment of our community”, Michael McKenna said, “We thank the 
DCNR as well as all our local businesses and volunteers who turned the dream 
of a major upgrade to our Myerstown Pool into a reality.

Community Day 
at the Pool
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I, Gloria Ebling, Mayor of the Borough of Myerstown, 
Pennsylvania, in honor of the Borough’s Sestercentennial, 
A celebration of 250 years of proud history, have a special 

announcement as we all celebrate for our Community Day at the 
Pool, on this day …. this July 14 2018.

We recognize that our great citizens are gathered here today to 
enjoy our wonderful pool, special activities, and of course a great 

selection of family food, featuring a special Pig Roast. 

It is indeed a time for celebration, and a time for special 
recognition of our compassionate community today.

We are 250 years old. Sestercentennial.

It is now my pleasure to officially introduce you to Sester, our 
special 250 pound pig, grown and nurtured right here in our 

Borough of Myerstown, by Seth Miller and his family. 
Because of his name, his weight, and his birthplace, I hereby 

grant a pardon to this special animal. 

From this day forward, he will be known as Sester the Pardoned 
Pig. 

Signed,

Gloria R. Ebling

The Spirit of 
Celebration

Gloria Ebling has been involved in public service for the Borough of 
Myerstown for the past 40 years. She served on the Borough Council for most 
of the time, until she became Myerstown Mayor six years ago. She is the first 
elected woman to both the Borough Council and as Mayor. “I’m very proud to 
have served my community for all this time”, she says.

When it came time to pull a planning team together for the Sestercentennial 
year, Mayor Ebling was one of the first people to sign up. Her first responsibility 
was to organize the kick-off luncheon on March 24. “We were fearful at first 
that people may not show up for events, but it did not take long to put those 
concerns to rest”.

“The luncheon was a big success. Over 100 people came to the event, and 
many of them signed up as volunteers for the other events we had planned. I 
had a lot of help with the luncheon and must recognize Mrs. Sandoe and Mrs. 
Haak in particular for their involvement”.

“It was truly a great year for Myerstown”, she noted, “People showed up that 
I had not seen in years”.

Gloria showed her sense of good sportsmanship when she readily agreed 
to pardon a 250 pound pig named Sester as part of the Community Day at the 
Pool. She read a special proclamation at the event. “I drew the line at kissing 
the pig”, she said with a laugh, “And I turned down an offer to buy Sester too”.

Older Myerstown residents will remember her family business, Ebling’s 
Meat Market, which was started in the 1930’s by her father-in-law. She honed 
her organizational skills in the business while raising five active sons. “It was a 
well-known business in our community for decades”.

Mayor Ebling was recognized for her career achievements this year. She 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame of the Women’s Commission of Lebanon 
County. It is indeed a well-deserved honor for one of Myerstown’s finest.

INTERVIEW WITH MAYOR GLORIA EBLING
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The Saga of Bob 
Brocklehurst

In this Sestercentennial year for Myerstown, there is a clear choice for 
“favorite son”.

His name was Bob Brocklehurst. 
He was 98 years old. He flew combat planes and commanded a squadron in 

World War II. And he flew again on June 26, 2018, when he took the controls of 
a High Wing Decathlon stunt plane and took to the skies to perform aerobatic 
maneuvers to honor his beloved town of Myerstown. “Great people. Honest to 
the core. A wonderful place to call home”, Bob would say to anyone who asked.

As it turned out, Bob’s stunt flight drew national attention. Every TV 
station in Central Pennsylvania covered the event, and the local stories became 
available to affiliates all over the United States. The coverage was picked up 
everywhere.

“I get cards and letters, requests for autographs from people I don’t even 
know, from as far away as Alaska. I can’t go anywhere in Myerstown without 
being recognized” Bob said with a smile, “I used to be plain Bob Brocklehurst, 
now I don’t know who I am”.

You can see the YouTube video of the Brocklehurst story by going to 
YouTube.com and searching “98 year old stunt pilot”.

So how did this flight come about? Ask Steve Goodhue, Bob’s good friend. 
Steve himself is an active community citizen; he runs the Myerstown Edward 
Jones office and also was a Diamond Sponsor for the Sestercentennial events.

Here is Steve’s interview:
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INTERVIEW WITH STEVE GOODHUE

Steve Goodhue is not a Myerstown native, but now runs a successful local 
business as an Edward Jones financial advisor. “I am so grateful to be accepted 
so warmly as a Myerstown business owner. I feel it’s important to give back. 
That’s why it was an easy decision to get involved in the Sestercentennial 
planning as well as to invest in the community by being a Diamond sponsor 
for the year”, Steve says. 

With a late start facing the Sestercenmtial Committee, it was a matter 
of necessity for the team to pull together fast. “We were a bit disorganized at 
first, and timing wise behind the eight ball, but in true community spirit we 
came together quickly and put a memorable year’s worth of events together, 
under the leadership of Borough Council President Bryan Rittle and Borough 
Manager Michael McKenna”.

From the perspective of publicity to draw attention to Myerstown outside 
the community, Steve had the best idea of all. He convinced his friend Bob 
Brocklehurst, a 98 year old former World War II combat pilot, to pilot a stunt 
plane to honor his town of Myerstown. To make this happen, Steve hired local 
PR professional Jack Cantwell, SkyLimit Marketing to work on the project with 
him.  “The results may have exceeded our own lofty expectations. Jack and I 
teamed up to hire a videographer, Jay Delp from Philadelphia, to help us create 
a YouTube video. We hired a plane and a professional co-pilot to be on board 
with Bob. The flight went smoothly on June 26, with coverage from every TV 
station in Central Pennsylvania. Stories were not only aired locally, but were 
picked up by stations all over the country. Bob and the Borough of Myerstown 
made news nationally!” 

The YouTube video had its “world premier” as part of Weekend at the Park 
on August 25th. It was introduced by Bob Brocklehurst in front of State and 
local officials and a large audience of Myerstown friends, family and citizens 
attending the Weekend at the Park Event. 

A preview  scene of Bob’s flight was shown on the jumbotron at FirstEnergy 
Stadium, home of the Reading Phillies, on August 10th, to an audience of 
almost 10,000 fans, many of whom were wearing Sestercentennial t-shirts.

A proud moment for Steve – “I was invited with Bob Brocklehurst to re-do 
our August 25th presentation, including the YouTube Video at Myerstown-Elco 
High School in November, as a Veteran’s tribute. The auditorium was filled with 
high school students who paid close attention to the entire presentation. They 
applauded vigorously and many of them stayed afterwards just to meet Bob”.

Jay Delp, owner/operator of Jay Delp 
Productions since 1985 and based in 
Bucks County, PA, specializes in
“big screen” video projection (think, 
“Jumbotrons”) and production services 
for a wide variety of local, regional and 
national events such as conferences, 
concerts, festivals, community 
celebrations, and much more.  
More info at jaydelp.com.
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There is more to the 2018 Brocklehurst story.
First some background:
Bob was born and raised in Michigan, He graduated from flight school in 

1941. 
He proudly served as a pilot in World War II, flying a variety of combat 

planes. “I never met a fighter plane I didn’t like”, notes Bob.
Bob and his wife Lillian were married 63 years before she passed away in 

2005. They had four children; nine grandchildren; eighteen great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great grandchildren.

Bob’s Sestercentennial activity continued after the June 26 flight.
He was the honored military veteran on August 10th, Myerstown 250th 

Night at the Reading Fightin Phils.
He also organized a group of his fellow members of the Myerstown Elco 

Rotary Club and went zip lining at the Refreshing Mountain facility in Stevens, 
PA. Local TV cameras were along for the ride, and Bob’s name was added to a 
plaque honoring him as the oldest zip liner in the park’s history.

The Sestercentennial focus was a win-win scenario for the Borough of 
Myerstown and for Bob personally. The publicity value for the Borough was far 
reaching and literally priceless. 

Pride in community reached new highs. People love living and working 
here. Myerstown is a great destination for families and new businesses that 
are looking for an environment that is truly Built on Community.

The legacy of favorite son Bob Brocklehurst is etched forever in the annals 
of the town’s rich history. He passed away on March 6, 2019, but he will never 
be forgotten.
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Myerstown Night at 
The Fightin’ Phils

Michael Hibshman brought a couple of 
advantages to the Sestercentennial Planning 
Process.

He had a similar experience 25 years ago when 
he helped plan the Borough’s 225th Anniversary 
Celebration.

He also shared his “Baseball Nights” 
experience with the Reading Fightin’ Phils, dating 
back to 2010 with a Salute to the Coal Region. His 
grandchildren experienced the thrill of throwing 
out a first pitch at a professional baseball game.

From there, Michael’s relationship with 
the Fightin’ Phils grew. He helped organize two Community Nights for the 
Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce, and then he pulled together the details 
and logistics for the memorable “Myerstown Sestercentennial Night at the 
Reading Fightin’ Phils” on August 10, 2018.

The event took on a life of its own on the way to being one the outstanding  
Sestercentennial celebrations of the year. 

What went on? 
Reading Mayor Wally Scott welcomed the Myerstown crowd with a special 

proclamation, presented to Council President Bryan Rittle.
Myerstown resident Jack Cantwell, who served in the US Army in Korea 

and Japan, sang the National Anthem. 
Retired Colonel and former Air Force combat pilot Bob Brocklehurst was 

honored as the Veteran of the Night. At age 98, Bob took to the skies and flew 
stunts to honor Myerstown. Footage from that special flight was shown on the 
Jumbotron at the ballpark.

INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL HIBSHMAN

Thousands of Myerstown residents came to the game decked out in special 
Sestercentennial t-shirts. There was no doubt; this was Myerstown’s Night at 
FirstEnergy Stadium! 

“One of the real benefits of this event, which brought our community 
together in a big way, was that we were able to give our Sestercentennial 
sponsors something concrete, blocks of tickets to the game”.

“Anthony Pignetti, Events VP,  shared with me that the Myerstown event 
was the biggest community event for a Fightin’ Phils game all season”, 
Hibshman said. 

Should we do another community night at the ballpark in 2019? A 
groundswell of support is already building.
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Weekend 
at the Park

The Weekend of August 24-26, 2018 symbolized what the Sestercentennial 
and Built on Community is all about.

The Borough Park was “the place to be” all weekend for fun, food, a carnival, 
music and entertainment; special events like the world premiere of the 
YouTube video starring 98 year old former WWII combat pilot Bob Brocklehurst 
flying stunts to honor his town, and of course the spectacular Saturday night 
fireworks! It seemed like the entire town showed up for this memorable once-
in-a-lifetime weekend event.

“The entire weekend was amazing in terms of community support”, notes 
Borough Manager Michael McKenna, “there was an endless stream of people 
in the park for all the entertainment and the refreshments. The Saturday Night 
Fireworks exceeded all our expectations as an attraction. When you sit around 
a conference table and draw up plans for all of our sestercentennial events, you 
hope that they create memorable experiences for everyone. The reality was that 
we succeeded at every level”.

August of 2019 promises to be an exciting month again when the Bucktails 
Reunion takes place from August 2nd to the 4th . The community will return 
to the Park for a very different and very memorable experience. It is already the 
talk of the town.
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Citations and 
Recognitions
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Chili is not the best summer fare. Just ask Anna Gettler.
“I was approached by Vince Podolski to help with the Sestercentennial 

events. I always wanted to do a Chili Cook-off, and requested we do it for the 
September Block Party instead of one of the summer events.” 

It was the right decision. The Chili Cook-off was a big hit, and will return 
for the 2019 Block Party,

“I was happy to see how well 
the community responded to the 
idea. Seven different contestants 
competed in the event. Recipes 
were judged by a panel of three 
enthusiastic chili lovers and the 
people got a chance to cast votes 
for their favorite. We sold Vote 
Tickets and donated the proceeds 
to The Sharing Cupboard of  
Myerstown.”

In the end there was one 
clear winner. Johnna Ebersole’s 
chili won both the judges award 
and garnered the most votes 
from the people. Shane Gettler 
finished second in the peoples 

INTERVIEW WITH ANNA GETTLER

Block Party & 
Chili Cook-off

competition, with Susie Auman claiming the third prize.
Organizing the Event included creating flyers and other marketing material, 

plus attracting contestants and creating the registration protocol. Anna was 
helped with all of this by a dedicated team of volunteers that included Stacey 
Hackman and husband Gary Gettler.

The Gettlers own and operate Main Street Jewelers in Myerstown; they 
are active community citizens as well. Both are long-time members of the 
Myerstown-Elco Rotary Club (“Making a Difference”). Rotary supports many 
charities, local and beyond.
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Sometimes an enjoyable activity can come in handy. 
Dana Reich and her husband Doug enjoy going to car shows and car 

cruises. So when Vince Podolski and Victoria Layser were looking for someone 
to organize the car show for the September 28th Sestercentennial Block Party. 
Dana was happy to take on the responsibility. She then worked the vintage 
car-owner market, resulting in 110 cars lining the streets of Myerstown’s Main 
Avenue. The promotional tactics included flyers and personal contact. “Just 
show up and we’ll find you a spot”, she promised.

“The perfect weather for the Event was a big factor”, Dana said, “The car 
owners are very protective of their prized vehicles. With even a hint of rain, we 
would have had many no-shows. Fortunately, the weather was perfect. Call it 
the perfect storm”. 

Many car shows have judges who award prizes to the car owners. “Our show 
was not like that. It was strictly a social event for the car owners. It worked out 
very well. It was organized as a strictly social experience. If we do this again in 
2019, I told Vince and Victoria to be prepared for even more cars”. 

Community service is a way of life for Dana. She has served on the 
Borough Council since 2015, following several years of service on the Parks and 
Recreation Board. So she pitched in at the other events doing various jobs. 

“It was great to see our community come together at all the events. It was a 
special year indeed”, she concluded.

INTERVIEW WITH DANA REICH

Block Party 
Car Cruise
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The Holiday Parade has been an annual tradition in Myerstown since 2003. 
This year’s parade was a big success, despite a one day delay because of bad 

weather. 
A total of forty-eight Floats, eleven Walking Units, plus seven entertaining 

Marching Bands filled the streets of downtown Myerstown to entertain the big 
crowds who lined the streets on Sunday, November 25th. 

The Myerstown Activity Network, a dedicated group of Community 
Volunteers once again organized the Parade and provided judges to select the 
“best of the best”. 

First place awards went to the School Nutrition Association for Best Float 
and the Myerstown Panther Cheerleaders walked away the Best Walking Unit 
prize.

One committee member observed “Our judges continue to anguish over 
the winners of prizes. Everyone was spectacular”.

Indeed. No one can argue that the entire Sestercentennial year was 
spectacular in total.

What a year it was!

CAPS OFF THE YEAR OF GREAT SESTERCENTENNIAL

Fun Filled 
Holiday Parade

bottom images courtesey of Lebanon Daily News

FRONT ROW: DAVID ZIMMERMAN,

SHIRLEY HOUTZ, PATRICIA UNDERKOFFLER

BACK ROW: TOM HOUTZ, 

SCOTT HOUTZ

NOT PICTURED: JEFF ZELLER, JEFF AND 

SUSANNE GUMPERT, SCOTT HENTZ, DENNIS 

PALM, DOTTY NOLL, HOLLY WALMER, BILL 

BARSHINGER, BRYAN STEPHENSON.
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Heritage of 
Myerstown
INTERVIEW WITH ELLEN KRAMER

Ellen Kramer got involved in the Sestercentennial even before the 
celebration planning began.  “I’ve been working on a history of Myerstown and 
Jackson Township for nearly four years.  The 1968 book was great, but I had 
other ideas to organize it differently and to include much more plus an index.  
Also, I wanted a book that wouldn’t just be available in 2018.  It is expected to 
be available for at least a few years but enjoyed for a very long time,” she said.  

The payoff of her familiarity with 
Myerstown came in handy when she helped 
Donald Brown choose the photos for his 
presentation.  Ellen also helped him by 
operating the video equipment for his talk 
at the Kickoff Luncheon on March 24th. 

She also attended the event planning 
meetings and offered input on both events 
and merchandise planning. “Donald and 
I were both involved in choosing the 
properties and photos used for the afghan 
project, for instance. We also collaborated 
on writing the State Senate and House 
resolutions that were requested by Sen. 
Mike Folmer and Rep. Russ Diamond.”

Ellen and Donald Brown shared tables together at Community Day at the 
Pool, Weekend at the Park, and the Block Party.  Ellen marketed her upcoming 
book while Donald sold packets of postcards that honored the Sestercentennial. 

She assisted the team that designed the float for the Holiday Parade.  Ellen 
also provided visual material that was used in the YouTube video that featured 
some Myerstown history and Bob Brocklehurst’s unforgettable stunt flight.

When asked what she enjoyed most, Ellen cited several things, “Working 
on my book was so fulfilling and fun.  I really enjoyed being involved in and 
promoting the overall celebration.  The Saturday evening of Weekend at the 
Park was especially impressive. The crowd was great, and everyone loved being 
there, especially for the unforgettable fireworks.”

If you are a first time visitor to Myerstown and ask about tourist attractions, 
chances are you will be directed to tour the Isaac Meier Homestead, along 
Route 501 heading south from the downtown area, specifically 524 South 
College Street.

According to the Visit Lebanon Valley Guidebook, “the Isaac Meier 
Homestead is a large limestone dwelling  originally  built by Valentine 
Herckelrod in 1738. It was purchased by his son-in-law, Isaac Meier, in 
1757. What Meier did architecturally to the house is of prime significance 
for understanding and development of material culture in 18th Century 
Pennsylvania. The eastern part of the house remains Germanic in detail, but the 
western half is comprised of parlors, bedrooms, and a central hall, all of which 
exhibit an English Georgian influence inspired by Palladian architecture. The 
Homestead is being preserved for appreciation of local heritage”. 

The man in charge of this historic landmark is David Zimmerman. 
He proudly shows visitors around the house, and helps organize special 

events like fireplace cooking, broom making, and sheep to shawl demonstrations 
and traditional crafts. 

“We are open for tourists on the 4th Saturday of every month, from 1 pm 
until 3:30 pm. We also can accommodate 
visitors if they make an appointment in 
advance”, Zimmerman says.

“Since the Sestercentennial was such a 
special year, we coordinated the availability of 
the House with special events. We were open, 
for instance, during the Weekend at the Park 
event”.

David was involved in Sestercentennial 
activities beyond his normal responsibilities. 
“I entered the 5k; was an active member of the 
Sestercentennial Committee, and helped plan 
the float for the Holiday Parade”, David adds.

INTERVIEW WITH DAVID ZIMMERMAN

Isaac Meier Homestead 
Celebrates 250 Years



48 49

Sestercentennial 
Merchandise
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Where Do We Go 
From Here?

Myerstown Borough Council has approved the initiation of a new 
organization called the Myerstown Vitality Partnership (MVP). The 
announcement was made by Borough Council President Bryan Rittle.

“MVP is a public-private partnership that will focus on revitalization”, 
Borough Manager Michael McKenna stated, “We have many advantages to 
offer business and industry. This new organization will focus on progress for 
Myerstown Borough. We also recognize that it’s important for us to build on 
the momentum we experienced in 2018. We have to capitalize on the positive 
awareness we built up through our 250th Anniversary events”.

The Project Team working with McKenna includes Communication and 
Economic Development Officer Steffan Bomberger and SCORE Consultant 
Charles Blankenship. 
The first projects on the group’s development agenda include:

• Creation of a Myerstown Small Business Resource Center
• Initiating a new Main Street Program for the Borough
• Put plans in place for the development of the top floor of the 

Borough of Myerstown Building

BOROUGH COUNCIL APPROVES NEW 

MYERSTOWN VITALITY PROJECT

Mr. Blankenship noted some logical reasons why the revitalization 
initiatives make sense, “The Borough is located near the intersection of 
three counties. This means a short commute and delivery times to and from 
Lebanon, Reading, and Lancaster. Availability of retail and commercial space 
in Myerstown’s downtown district could be very attractive to business owners 
and developers, especially considering the planned support through assistance, 
incentives, and marketing efforts planned for the MVP”. 

“Our Myerstown Borough theme is Built on Community”, Steffan Bomberger 
adds, “We have an attractive community which is very appealing to families 
who are impressed with our schools, our lifestyle and our business resources.

For more information about the Borough or the Myerstown Vitality 
Partnership, call the Borough office at 717-866-5038, or visit myerstownpa.org.

PHOTO: THE MYERSTOWN VITALITY PARTNERSHIP TEAM, 

LEFT TO RIGHT: BRYAN RITTLE, CHARLES BLANKENSHIP, MICHAEL 

MCKENNA, STEFFAN BOMBERGER
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We Remember Local Civil War Heroes
Monday, May 30, 2019. Memorial Day.
A National holiday.
America stops to honor fallen heroes,  many thousands of brave 

men and women, who fought and died to preserve our precious free-
dom.

� e holiday allows us to stop and re� ect.
� is story takes us to the community of Myerstown, where a spe-

cial spotlight will shine on the local heroes of the Civil War. A dedi-
cated group of reenactors will stage a special event on August 2nd 
thru the 4th, in the Community Park.

� e event is called the Bucktails Reunion. Visitors will enjoy fam-
ily activities,  meet Bucktail soldiers, see Civil War weapons displays, 
tour an authentic camp, meet a civil war photographer, historians, 
authors, and more.

Who are the Bucktails?
Go back to 1861.Our country was divided by the Civil War. A 

regiment of sharpshooters, the 42nd PA Infantry Volunteers was 
formed. Each soldier wore a bucktail on his cap, signifying his skill 
as an expert marksman. Twenty separate companies, the 149th and 
150th PA, emulated the sharpshooting example of the 42nd PA 
Bucktails.

� e Bucktails won fame for their heroic service. � ey delayed 
the advance of the Confederates on the � eld of battle in Gettys-
burg on July 1, 1863. A staggering 74.7% of the Bucktails men 
lost their lives that day.

By Jack Cantwell

we remember

Enjoy Local Living - May 2019 Issue - reprinted with permission

COMING TO MYERSTOWN IN THE SUMMER OF 2019

May 2019  Enjoy Local Living 11ELL L Edition

Today, dedicated Bucktail Reenactors take part in activities to 
keep the memory alive. For the last 25 years, Bucktail regiments of 
reenactors gather to host an annual Bucktail Reumion. � e reunion 
is always held in a town where a Bucktail Company was raised or an 
original Bucktail Reunion was held.

� is year, the Bucktails are coming to Myerstown. “� e Borough 
is thrilled that the Bucktails will bring their Reunion to Myerstown”, 
Borough Manager Michael McKenna notes. “Our community came 
together many times in 2018 to honor our 250th (Sestercentennial) 
anniversary. � e Bucktails Reunion will bring us together again. 
Special thanks go to Matt Herring and his team of Bucktail Reenac-
tors who o� ered to hold the event in Myerstown. We’re ready”!

Memorial Day also gives Myerstown the opportunity to honor 
individual Myerstown Bucktail heroes, who fought and died for us. 
Here are just three examples:

Captain John H. Bassler – a 
longtime Myerstown resident, educator, 
and school principal, Bassler recruited a 
company of nearly 100 Myerstown men 
for the 149th PA Bucktails, Company 
C. He led his Company into battle at 
Gettysburg, and was wounded on the 
� rst day. Following the war, Bassler went 
on a distinguished career.He was principal of the Pine Grove 
schools in Schuylkill County, station agent of the Lebanon 
Valley Railroad at Tower City, and owned a mercantile 
business. He died in Myerstown in 1916, and is buried at 
Mount Hope Cemetery.

Color Sergeant Henry Brehm and Color 
Guard Henry Spayd- Both served in the 149th 

PA Bucktails. Both were in a group 
of six men tasked with guarding the 
Regimental Colors on the � rst days of 
the Battle of Gettysburg. � ey fought o�  
countless attempts by the Confederates. 
Brehm died in battle, He is buried in 
Union Cemetery, Myerstown. Spayd was 

wounded, but survived and later became Superintendent of 
Schools in Minersville, Schuylkill County, Spayd died in 1927. 
He is buried in Myerstown’s Mount Hope Cemetery ❧.

Want more Bucktails information? Contact reenac-
tor Matt Herring (mattherring1124@gmail.com) or call 
the Myerstown Borough o�  ce (717-866-5038).

Photographs courtesy of Myerstown Bucktails
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PHOTO: BOROUGH STAFF 

TOP ROW: PUBLIC WORKS STAFF - BARRY LUDWIG, RICKY GREENINGER, SCOTT YEAGLEY, 

DAVE FAKE, NATE FISCHER

BOTTOM ROW: OFFICE STAFF -  GALE EDWARDS, JENNIFER BLATT, LISA BRUBAKER

Invaluable 
Borough Staff

There’s an old saying that says, “if you want to get something done, ask a busy 
person.” There was no better example of that statement than the industrious 
behind-the-scenes team that had their sleeves continually rolled up from start 
to finish when the Sestercentennial events went from dream to reality.

They sold tickets, distributed posters, and counted the money for the 
Kickoff Luncheon.

Then came the 5K run. They supervised all the advertising, sent sponsorship 
letters, collected merchandise for goodie bags, provided supplies to the runners, 
and donated leftover food to Lebanon County Christian Ministries.

The same nitty-gritty detail work was evident with Community Day at the 
Pool, Myerstown Night at the Reading Fightin’ Phils, Weekend at the Park and 
the Block Party. Food? Tickets? Set-up? Logo Merchandise? Vendor Bags? All 
handled with incredible efficiency without ever losing the smiles on their faces.

Oh, and between events they answered endless calls, and provided 
requested information. They also sold merchandise at Borough Offices.

Myerstown Borough is blessed to have such a talented team at the helm. 
Myerstown is Built on Community. The Borough Staffers have become master 
builders on their own.

Space does not permit us to list every detail they handled. But you get the 
idea. It was a lot!

THE TEAM THAT HANDLED EVENT DETAILS WITH 

IMPRESSIVE PRECISION
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The Borough Council, Borough Staff, and the Sestercentennial 
Committee are truly thankful to our local Sponsors, who 
provided necessary funding to stage all the events that made our 
Sestercentennial year so special. This is what “Built on Community” 
is all about.

We are pleased that we were able to single out many of you in this 
What a Year! Book for well-deserved recognition. We also salute our 
friends and neighbors who turned out in record numbers to support 
all the 250th Anniversary events.

A special shout out to a dedicated group of sponsors who stepped 
up again to help make production of the Yearbook possible. Our 
biggest contributor was Diamond Sponsor Steven Goodhue, Edward 
Jones, Myerstown. Thanks also to Hehnly Masonry & Restoration, 
LLC, Ron’s Woodworking, A&H Industries, Bryan L. Rittle Electric, 
Zinn Insurance, Choice Communications, Enck’s Gun Barn and Elco 
Child Care Center for their help to defray the production costs.

We wrap this up with advance thanks to the Planning team for the 
275th Anniversary Celebration in 2043. We learned from our past when 
we organized the Sestercentennial.   The 1968 Bicentennial Yearbook 
provided insight and ideas, and conversations with residents who 
attended the Bicentennial events provided further inspiration. We 
hope this book will serve as a useful reference for the next generation 
of event planners!

Sponsors 
& Donations 
THANK YOU!

WHAT A YEAR! BOOK SPONSORS
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What A Year! Book

This publication has been a labor of love, not only by the army of volunteers 
who made all the events happen, but by the team of individuals who combined 
talents to turn the idea of the Yearbook into the reality that you are reading 
now. Three individual from two firms joined forces to work out all the details:

SkyLimit Marketing – Myerstown-based Marketing and PR firm. Jack 
Cantwell organized the project and wrote most of the content for the publication. 
“My fondest memory was to have a close working relationship with the late 
Bob Brocklehurst, a true American Hero. Steve Goodhue, Jay Delp, Larry Rutt, 
and of course Colonel Brocklehurst pooled talents to create the YouTube video 
that is now a fitting memorial for our dear friend Bob.”

CHAR co – The Myerstown-based Branding Agency that developed the 
“Built on Community” branding campaign, which debuted in 2017. The CHAR 
co team did all the graphics and many of the photos for the Yearbook. “The 
Sestercentennial Celebrations were a beautiful way to live out the Myerstown 
brand story and invite others to experience the heart of the brand story – “Built 
on Community.” We thank the Myerstown Borough for the opportunity to 
partner with them and know the town has an incredible future!”

MEET THE CREATIVE TEAM

Jack Cantwell
SkyLimit Marketing

Char Newswanger
CHAR co - CEO

Lindsay Lapp
CHAR co - Project Manager/Designer


